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Yet when Churchill obeyed this imperious call and took the
action which enabled a good cause to triumph without the
shedding of English blood, Macaulay denounces him with all
the pungent rhetoric and elaborate scorn of which he is master.
Now all rebellion is treason. To be guilty of treason is to be
a traitor. Nineteen-twentieths of England, we are assured,
were at this time traitors. Apparently this almost universal
crime was only infamous in one man. For all the others
Macaulay makes ample excuses ; nay, they are glorified. The
bishops, begged by the harassed sovereign for succour and
accorded their every request, refused even to make a pro-
nouncement against the invader. Fine spirit among the
bishops ! A regiment, asked to proclaim its readiness to
fight for the enforcement of the Tests, threw down its arms.
Patriotic feeling among the troops! Bishop Compton, taxed
by James with having signed the invitation to William, avoided
the lie direct by an ingenious subterfuge. " Sir/' he said,
" I am quite confident that there is not one of my brethren
who is not as guiltless as myself in this matter." Questioned
again the next day when all the others had denied, he said,
" I gave your Majesty my answer yesterday/* " The equivo-
cation," says Macaulay, " was ingenious." He had " parried
the question with an adroitness which a Jesuit might have
envied." How clever!
Danby seized York. He spread a rumour that the Papists
(of whom scarcely any existed in the neighbourhood) were up
and were slaying the Protestants, and then rode to the rescue
of the city at the head of a hundred horsemen crying, " No
Popery ! A free Parliament! The Protestant religion ! " On
this wave he disarmed the garrison and placed the governor
under arrest. But what was this ? Rebellion, treason, lying
propaganda; sharp practice by any computation? No,
says Macaulay, " Danby acted with rare dexterity," To ride
into a peaceful city after having terrified the inhabitants with
the shameful falsehood that their lives were in danger, and
then to disarm the faithful officers and guardians of the
King's peace, is described as <c rare dexterity." The peers,
who by scores had been conspiring, intriguing, and preparing
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